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Urban  District  of  Hebden  Royd. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Holme  House,  Hebden  Bridge, 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hebden  Royd 

Urban  District  Council. 

Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
Urban  District  of  Hebden  Royd  for  the  year  ending  1939. 
The  delay  is  due  to  war  conditions. 

In  accordance  with  provisions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  1961,  dated  16th  February,  1940,  the  report  has 
been  curtailed  owing  to  war  conditions.  The  dis- 
trict comprises  an  area  of  7,184  acres  of  narrow  valleys 
surrounded  by  steep  hills,  and  two  towns,  Hebden  Bridge 
and  Mytholmroyd.  The  Rivers  C alder  and  Hebden  flow 
through  the  district.  The  inhabitants  belong  principally  to 
the  working-classes,  the  chief  industry  of  the  district  being 
the  wholesale  clothing  trade.  The  district  though  largely 
industrial  is  partly  agricultural,  and  the  principal  big  indus- 
tries are  woollen  and  cotton  trades,  timber  works,  poultry- 
rearing, and  farming. 

The  estimated  resident  population  (civilian)  for  the 
year  1989  is  10,410;  civilian  & non-civilian  10,440.  At  the 
end  of  1939  there  were  3,627  inhabited  houses  in  the  dis- 
trict, according  to  the  Rate  Books. 

The  Rateable  value  is  £66,269,  and  the  sum  represent- 
ed by  a Penny  Rate  is  £256. 
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STATISTICS:  UNEMPLOYMENT  YEAR  1939. 


The  following  information  has  been  kindly  given  to  me 
by  the  Manager  of  the  Hebden  Bridge  Employment  Ex- 
change, whose  area- is  representative  of  Hebden  Royd,  and 
also  includes  the  neighbouring  district  of  the  Hepton 
Rural  District  Council. 

Unemployment  at.  the  beginning  of  1939  was  rather 
better  than  for  December  1938,  but  the  total  at  16th 
January  was  1061,  and  of  the  total  422  were  temporarily 
suspended  from  Wholesale  Clothing.  Building,  Wood- 
working, Cotton  Spinning  and  Weaving  trades  had  their 
quota  of  short  time. 

February  brought  a great  improvement  in  all  indus- 
tries with  a reduced  Register  of  654;  Wholesale  Clothing 
still  only  fair.  A further  reduction  in  March  with  a figure 
of  476,  indicating  that  all  local  industries  were  very  good. 
The  after  effects  of  Easter  Holidays  in  April  caused  short 
time  in  Wholesale  Clothing,  and  the  figure  increased  to 
543,  reduced  again  in  May  to  455,  and  improving  in  June 
with  380,  and  July  318. 

August  348,  September  307  (year  ago  1578).  In 
October  the  figure  was  reduced  to  281,  when  all  industries 
were  busy  and  short-time  negligible.  November  showed 
an  increase  to  372,  mostly  due  to  short-time  in  Woodwork- 
ing. This  disappeared  in  December  with  a Live  Register 
of  249. 

Generally  the  year  was  one  of  gradual  improvement  in 
local  trades  owing  to  the  increase  in  Government  Contracts, 
and  in  December  the  factory  at  Old  Town  was  re-opened 
and  all  suitable  unemployed  local  women  and  a number  of 
men  commenced  to  take  up  employment  there. 


W.  B.  COOK,  Manager. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year:  — 


M. 

75 


Total 

Deaths 167 


F. 

92 


Death-rate  per  1000 
Population,  15.99. 

Birth  Bate  (England  and  Wales — 15.0  per  1000'  population. 

Still  Birth  Bate  ,,  O’. 59  ,, 

Death  Bate  ,,  12.1 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Headings  29  and  80  of  the  Begistrar-GeneraPs  Short  List. 

Rate  per  1000 

Deaths  Total  (live  & still)  Births 

No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  0 0 

No.  30  Other  Puerperal  Causes...  1 9.09 

Total 1 9.09 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 


Legitimate  Total  1.  Males  0.  Females  1. 

Illegitimate  Total  0.  Males  0.  Females  0. 


Death  Bate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  per  1000  live 
births : — 

Legitimate  9.80,  Illegitimate  0,  All  Infants  9.57. 
Death  Bate  Infants  under  1 year  per  1000  live  births : — 


England  and  Wales  50 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria  , 1 

,,  Measles  (all  ages)  0 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  - 0 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  0 

,,  Cancer  (all  ages)  19 

,,  Heart  Disease  (all  ages)  63 

,,  Influenza  3 

,,  Suicide  0 

,,  Cerebral  Hemorrhage  8 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICEBS  OF  LOCAL  AUTHOBITA 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a part-time  officer, 
who  also  acts  as  Public  Vaccinator  and  District  M.O.  under 
the  Poor  Law  Act  for  part  of  the  district. 
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Tlie  Sanitary  Inspector  is  a whole-time  officer;  and  other 
Public  Health  Officers,  such  as  Veterinary  Surgeons,  Public- 
Analysts,  etc.,  come  under  the  control  of  the  West  Riding 
County  Council. 


PEOFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

This  is  principally  carried  out  by  three  District 
Nurses,  two  attached  to  the  Hebden  Bridge  District  Nursing 
Institution  and  one  to  the  Mytholmroyd  and  District  Nurs- 
ing Institution.  These  Nurses  are  qualified  both  in  General 
and  Maternity  Nursing.  They  attend  confinements  at  a 
small  fixed  fee.  Their  work  is  highly  appreciated,  and  their 
services  are  alwavs  much  in  demand. 

V/ 

► 

The  West  Riding  County  Council  provide  Nurses  for 
the  home  treatment  of  Infectious  cases  where  there  is  no 
hospital  accommodation  for  such  cases. 

These  District  Nursing  Institutions  are  managed  very- 
successfully  by  local  Committees  and  are  supported  princi- 
pally by  voluntary  contributions.  The  Institutions  receive 
a subsidy  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  towards  the  cost  of 
running  the  Maternity  service.  They  have  no  connection 
with  the  Local  Authority.  Midwives:  The  three  District 
Nurses  referred  to  are  the  only  practising  midwives  in  the 
area. 

The  local  authority  makes  no  subsidy  towards  practising 
midwives. 


There  was  no  change  in  these  arrangements  during 
the  year. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  examinations  are 
carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Wakefield. 
Autogenous  vaccines  and  sera  are  supplied  free  of  charge 
to  local  medical  men  requiring  same. 

Diphtheria  anti-toxin  and  immunising  serum  are  sup- 
plied to  any  medical  practitioner  requiring  them  for  use  in 
their  practice.  Immunisations  against  diphtheria  are  car- 
ried out  at  local  School  centres  or  by  doctors  engaged  in 
private  practice,  free  of  charge.  The  cost  of  such  treatment 
is  met  by  the  County  Council  Public  Health  Authorities. 
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HOSPITALS. 


There  are  no  Hospitals  in  the  Urban  District,  but  those 
available  for  use  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  area  are  as 
follows  : — 


General  Medical  J TOTAL  HALIT  AX 
General  Surgical  j INFIRMARY 

Children  ,, 

Maternity  ,, 

Venereal  Diseases  ,, 

Orthopaedic  ,, 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  ,, 


M.  Beds.  F. 

97  70 

48 

20 

Included  in  above  figures. 

J > 


The  HALIFAX  GENERAL  HOSPITAL,  which  is  a 
Municipal  Hospital  having  405  beds,  and  being  fully  equip- 
ped in  all  departments.  It  takes  patients  from  the  area 
originally  bounded  by  the  Halifax  Poor  Law  Union  (popu- 
lation approximately  190,000). 

Tuberculosis  ...  The  Sanatoria  under  the  administration  of 
the  West  Riding  County  Council. 

Chronic  Sick. . . STAN SFIELD  VIEW  HOSPITAL,  31  Male 
Beds  and  31  Female  Beds. 

Mental  Under  County  Council  Administration. 

■Mental  Deficiency... Under  County  Council  Administration. 

Puerperal  Fever  & Pyrexia... St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  Halifax. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. . .Ditto,  by  arrangement  with  the 
County  Council. 

Fevers  FIELDEN  HOSPITAL,  Todmorden. 

Smallpox... SOURHALL  HOSPITAL,  Todmorden,  34  Beds 

Institutional  provision  is  provided  for  unmarried 
mothers,  illegitimate  children,  or  homeless  children,  at  the 
Union  Hospital  (Stansfield  View,  Todmorden),  and  the 
General  Hospital,  Halifax. 

There  are  no  Maternity  or  Nursing  Homes  in  your  area. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  above  services  during  the 
year. 

The  investigation  of  Maternal  Deaths,  and  cases  of 
Puerperal  Fever  or  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  is  undertaken  by 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

Infectious  cases  are  removed  by  an  Ambulance 
from  the  Fever  Hospital.  Non-inf  ectious  and  Acci- 
dent cases  are  removed  by  an  Ambulance  jointly 
owned  by  ITebden  Royd  Urban  Council  and  Hepton 
Rural  Council.  Both  these  Ambulances  are  of  the 
modern  motor  type,  and  with  regard  to  the  Accident  Ambu- 
lance, patients  are  called  upon  to  pay  a nominal  amount 
on  each  occasion  when  the  same  is  used.  The  Ambulance 
services  in  this  area  are  quite  adequate. 

There  was  no  change  during  the  year. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  established 
at  both  Hebden  Bridge  and  Mytholmroyd.  An  Afternoon 
Clinic  is  held  at  both  centres  each  Wednesday  for  mothers 
and  babies,  under  the  supervision  of  a doctor  and  nurses. 
These  Clinics  are  well  attended,  showing  a considerably 
increased  attendance  in  recent  years.  Morning  School 
Clinics  are  held  twice  weekly  at  Hebden  Bridge  Centre, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Health  Nurse.  Ante-natal 
Clinics  are  held  bi-monthly  at  Hebden  Bridge,  under  the 
supervision  of  a Lady  Doctor.  They  are  held  on  the  second 
and  last  Fridav  of  each  month  at  2 p.m.,  and  are  very  well 
attended.  At  Mytholmroyd  the  ante-natal  clinic  is  held  on 
the  first  Monday  of  each  month  at  2 p.m. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  are  held  weekly  at  both 
Todmorden  and  Sowerby  Bridge. 

The  nearest  treatment  centre  for  venereal  diseases  is 
at  the  Royal  Halifax  Infirmary. 

The  Clinics  referred  to  are  under  the  control  of  the 
West  Riding  County  Council. 

Evacuation. — On  September  1st,  1939,  some  400 
mothers  and  children  were  evacuated  from  Bradford,  the 
majority  of  whom  returned  home  after  a few  months. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  County  Council 
whereby  pre-school  and  school  children  can  be  immunised 
free  of  charge  either  at  suitable  centres  or  at  the  schools  or 
bv  their  own  medical  attendant. 
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The  “ Wellcome  ” Diphtheria  Prophylactic  T.A.F.  is 
used  for  immunition  and  three  injections  are  given  at  weekly 
intervals.  The  results  so  far  as  I can  ascertain  have  been 
excellent. 

Adulteration,  etc.- — The  West  Riding  County  Council  is 
the  Authority  under  the  Sale  of  Poods  and  Drugs  Act,  but 
your  Sanitary  Inspector  takes  samples  of  Milk  for 
examination. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food.— 

Chemical  analyses  are  carried  out  by  Mr.  Richardson,  of 
Bradford,  and  Bacteriological  examinations  made  at  the 
County  Hall,  Wakefield. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Measles  was  prevalent  in  the  first  six  months  of  the 
year,  principally  in  the  Mvtholmroyd  Ward  of  the  district. 
I did  not  find  it  necessary  to  close  any  of  the  schools.  No 
local  action  was  taken  with  regard  to  the  use  of  measles 
serum  for  prophylaxis  or  attenuation.  Scarlet  Fever  was 
prevalent  in  the  district  from  April  to  November,  63  cases 
occurring  during  that  period.  These  cases  were  scattered 
over  the  area,  and  never  reached  epidemic  proportions. 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  made  notifiable  diseases 
on  October  22nd,  1939.  Six  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred; 
one  case  had  been  previously  inoculated. 

In  my  opinion  Chicken  Pox  ought  to  be  made  a Noti- 
fiable Infectious  Disease  — when  Measles  and  Whooping- 
Cough  were  made  notifiable,  I consider  Chicken  Pox  should 
have  been  added,  especially  in  view  of  the  number  of 
evacuees  being  received  in  this  area.  Many  cases  of  this 
very  infectious  disease  have  been  prevalent  in  your  area, 
but  as  this  fever  is  not  notifiable,  I have  great  difficulty  in 
checking  the  spread  of  the  epidemic,  and  I therefore  urge 
the  compulsory  notification  of  this  disease. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Anthrax,  Psittacosis,  Epidemic 
Jaundice,  or  Undulant  Fever. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  proper  nursing  of 
measles  in  the  home  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council, 
who  have  promised  to  provide  nurses  in  the  event  of  an 
epidemic,  should  their  services  be  needed. 
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I do  not  know  of  anv  use  of  the  Shick  and  Dick  Tests 
in  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  having  been  made. 

There  were  no  primary  vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations 
performed  by  me  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the 
Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 
The  total  number  of  Primary  Vaccinations  performed  in  the 
district  for  the  year  was  7,  giving  the  very  small  percentage 
of  7.5%.  Your  area  is  rapidly  becoming  a non-vaccination 
one — a fact  very  perturbing  and  deplorable. 


AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS. 

Medical  Staff. — The  duty  of  appointing  Medical  Prac- 
titioners to  tirst-aid  posts  was  specifically  given  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  to  tne  Central  Emergency  Committee  of 
the  British  Medical  Association,  which  in  turn  delegated 
the  selection  to  its  local  Emergency  Committees.  In  the 
Hebden  Royd  district  I suggested  that  Dr.  A.  H.  Clegg  be 
appointed  to  the  First  Aid  Post  at  Hope  Street,  and  Dr.  J. 
R.  B.  Dearden  to  the  Mobile  Unit.  These  appointments 
were  approved  by  the  Halifax  War  Committee,  subsequent 
on  receiving  acknowledgment  of  same  from  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  Ministry  of  Health 
decided  that  Medical  Officers  of  Health  should  not  be 
appointed  to  First  Aid  Post,  but  that  they  were  to  be  given 
full  administrative  control  of  the  First  Aid  Services  in  their 
areas. 

First  Aid  Posts. — The  Ministry  of  Health  decided  that 
there  should  be  one  First  Aid  Post  and  one  Mobile  Unit 
(first  aid)  in  your  area: — The  First  Aid  Post  is  in  the  base- 
ment of  Hope  Baptist  School,  and  is  fully  manned  and 
equipped. 

Mobile  Unit. — A motor  van  stationed  at  a garage 
opposite  the  First  Aid  Party  Depot  Headquarters.  This 
van  is  fully  equipped  and  ready  for  use,  but  it  is  in  my 
opinion  definitely  unsuitable  for  the  work  it  may  be  called 
upon  to  do  in  this  area.  It  is  a cumbersome  and  aged 
vehicle,  which  could  not  be  relied  upon  to  travel  any  dis- 
tance in  this  very  hilly  area  in  safety.  The  practices  I 
have  arranged  in  conjunction  with  the  Medical  Officer  in 
charge  of  the  van  will  verify  this.  I have,  on  many  occa- 
sions, since  the  outbreak  of  war,  made  requests  for  a more 
suitable  type  of  van  to  serve  as  a mobile  unit,  but  I have 
not  had  any  success  in  my  efforts.  I am  not  satisfied, 
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and  I therefore  make  a strong  demand  for  a modern  re- 
placement of  the  present  Mobile  Unit  which  has  to  cover 
the  wide  areas  of  your  district. 

Air  Raid  Precautions. — The  following  paragraphs  des- 
cribe the  stage  of  development  reached  in  the  organisation 
of  the  various  casualty  services  in  the  combined  districts  of 
the  Hebden  Boyd  and  Hep  ton  Bural  areas : — 

Personnel : Volunteers  trained  in  First  Aid  and  Anti- 
Gas  : — 

First  Aid  Post — Men  11,  Women  31. 

First  Aid  Parties — Men  38,  Women  0. 

Mobile  Unit — Men  1,  Women  6. 

Ambulance  Drivers — Men  2,  full-time. 

Voluntary — Men  10  (part-time),  Women  2 (part-time) 

Ambulance  Attendants — Women  9. 

Drivers  of  cars  for  sitting  casualties — 11  Men,  2 
Women. 

First  Aid  Party  Cars — Men  6,  Women  2. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1939. 


Total  Cases 

Disease.  cases  admitted 

notified.  To  hospital 


Smallpox  0 ...  0 

Scarlet  Fever  65  ...  59 

Diphtheria  6 ...  6 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid)  0 ...  0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  0 ...  0 

Pneumonia  8 ...  1 

Erysipelas  7 ...  1 


Total 

Deaths. 

. 0 

. 0 

. 1 

. 0 

. 0 

. 2 

. 1 


Disease. 

Age  Periods. 

0 

1 

5 

10 

15 

20  25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

or  over 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  .... 

Enteric  Fever 

Pneumonia  .... 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Smallpox 

. . . 

14 

2 

24 

3 

12 

8 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

.... 

1 

.... 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

... 
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PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  176.—  No  action  taken 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

Vision 

Impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths 

Notified. 

Treated. 

At 

Home. 

In 

Hospital. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1939: — 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmc 

►nary. 

No 

Pulmc 

n- 

>nary. 

Pulmc 

mary. 

No 

Pulma 

n- 

nary. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

... 

• « • 

... 

... 

- • . 

1 

1 

. . . 

• • • 

. . . 

1 

• ♦ " 

. . . 

• . . 

5 

. . . 

1 

1 

• • • 

. . . 

. . . 

10  

. . 

1 

15 

1 

1 

. . . 

. • • 

20 

• • • 

1 

. • • 

1 

. . • 

25 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

. . . 

. . • 

35  

. • • 

... 

1 

. . . 

• . • 

. . . 

45  

2 

1 

. . . 

1 

« . • 

55  

... 

. , 

1 

. ► • 

• • • 

. . . 

65  and  upwards 

1 

1 

. . . 

1 

• • * 

Totals  ... 

5 

1 6 

5 

2 

5 

2 

0 

1 

There  were  8 deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year 
1939,  and  2 of  these  cases  were  not  previously  notified  to  me. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PBEVENTION  OF 

TUBEBCULOSIS)  BEGULATIONS,  1925. 

No  action  was  deemed  necessary  to  be  taken  under 
these  Begulations. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936,  SECTION  172. 

No  action  found  necessary. 

This,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen,  concludes  my 
report  on  the  health  of  your  district  for  the  year  1939. 

I have  the  honour,  Gentlemen,  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  Joseph  Dowdall,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Smallpox 

35 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

Diphtheria  including  Mem.  Croup 

0 

Typhoid 

0 

Paratyphoid 
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8 

Acute  Pneumonia  (primary  or 
influenzal) 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

Acute  Polio-Encephalitis 

0 

Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

Dysentery 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

7 

Erysipelas 

11 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

(New  cases  only) 

7 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

(New  cases  only) 

0 

Contracted  in  this  Country 

0 

Contracted  Abroad 

P 

P 

0 

Induced  in  institutions! 

3 

P 

0 

Chickenpox 

0 

Measles  (excluding  German  Measles 

or  Rubella) 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

Other  Diseases  (please  specify 

kind) 

0 

Smallpox 

59 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

Diphtheria 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

Other  Diseases  (please  specify 
disease) 

Lobar  Pneumonia 
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Statement  of  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  received  during  the  year  1939 

Sanitary  District. — Hebden  Royd  Urban. 
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Hebden  Royd  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1939. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hebden  Boyd 

Urban  District  Council. 

Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  place  before  you  my  third  Annual  Beport  as 
Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Hebden  Boyd  Urban  District,  in 
which  you  will  find  a brief  review  of  the  work  of  this 
Department,  and  the  sanitary  conditions  obtaining  in  your 
district  during  the  year  1939. 

The  work  of  Bepairs  to  Houses  unfit  for  habitation, 
under  the  Housing  Acts,  made  good  progress  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year,  but  owing  to  the  war  activity  is  now  at  a 
standstill  until  hostilities  cease. 


SANITABY  CIBCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  ABEA. 

Water  Supply. 

Source  of  Supply — Halifax  Corporation  and  a few  pri- 
vate supplies. 

By  whom  distributed — Halifax  Corporation  supply  is 
distributed  bv  the  Hebden  Bovd  Urban  District  Council. 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  on  public  supply — 2751. 

Any  extension  of  supply  during  the  year? — Yes,  on 
Nest  Lane  Housing  Site. 

Has  supplv  been  satisfactory? — Yes. 

(a)  In  quality — Yes.  (b)  In  quantity — Yes. 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  lead  test — 14.  Besult 
— 12  none  found,  2 lead  was  found  and  samples  taken  later 
in  year  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 
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Have  any  supplies  been  restricted  or  closed,  if  so, 
where? — The  supply  from  tank  at  Top  of  Commercial  Street 
has  been  closed. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Particulars  of  any  sewer  extensions  during  1939 — The 
sewer  has  been  extended  in  Nest  Lane  (Council’s)  Housing 
Site  for  52  houses  in  course  of  erection. 

Details  of  any  portion  of  district  still  requiring:  (a) 
Sewering — There  are  a few  isolated  areas  which  are  not 
sewered,  but  I do  not  think  there  is  anything  very  pressing 
at  present,  (b)  Improvement  of  defective  sewers — Hebden 
Bridge  52,  Mytholmroyd  377,  total  429. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works — Particulars  of  any  extensions 
made  during  1939 — None. 

Any  inadequacy  of  sewage  disposal  works? — No. 

Any  complaint  from  West  Biding  Bivers  Board? — No. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

No.  of  privies  with  open  middens— None. 

No.  of  pail  or  tub  closets — 303. 

No.  of  privies  with  covered  middens — 8. 

No.  of  water  closets — 3392. 

No.  of  waste-water  closets — 13. 

No.  of  privies  reconstructed  during  1939  (a)  as  w.c’s- — 
Non e . ( b ) O th er — 2 . 

No.  of  closets,  other  than  privies,  reconstructed  dur- 
ing 1939  as  w.c’s — 7. 

No.  of  additional  closets  provided  for  old  property  in 
1939  as  (a)  w.c’s — 12.  (b)  Other — 2. 

No.  of  closets  constructed  in  1939  for  new  houses  (a) 
w.c’s — 7 (b)  Other — Nil. 

Any  special  action  being  taken  by  Council  to  secure 
conversion  of  privies,  waste-water  closets  and  pails  to  w.c. 
system.  If  so,  what? — The  Council  is  offering  a subsidv 
of  £3  per  closet  converted  to  water  closet. 
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Scavenging. 

Is  public  scavenging  in  operation  throughout  the  whole 
district  ? — Yes. 

How  is  refuse  disposed  of? — (1)  Destruction,  nil;  (21 
Tipping,  95  per  cent. ; (3)  Farmers,  5 per  cent. 

If  tipping  is  in  operation,  is  it  on  the  controlled  sys- 
tem?— Y7es,  on  the  controlled  system. 

Total  annual  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse — 

Particulars  of  any  extension  or  improvement  in  the 
service  during  the  year — Nil. 

Shops  Act,  1934,  Sections  10  and  13  (3). 

No.  of  visits  paid  under  the  above  Act  during  1939 — 8. 
Unsatisfactory  conditions  found — 2.  Remedied — 2. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc. 

No.  in  District — 2. 

Is  this  class  of  dwelling  showing  signs  of  increase? — No. 

Have  Council  made  byelaws  under  Section  268  (4), 
Public  Health  Act,  1936? — No. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

No.  of  smoke  observations  each  of  thirty  minutes’ 
duration  taken  during  1939 — 27. 

■ No.  of  above  showing  excessive  emission  of  black 
smoke — 3 . 

No.  of  cautions  issued — 3. 

No.  of  statutory  notices  issued — None. 

No.  of  prosecutions — None. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

Are  there  in  the  district : — 

Any  public  swimming  baths  or  pools? — No. 

Any  privately  owned  swimming  baths  or  pools  open  to 
the  public? — No. 
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Regulated  Buildings,  No.  in 
Trades,  &c.  District. 

Common  Lodging  Houses  1 
Houses  let  in  Lodgings  0 

Canal  Boats  0 

Knackers’  Yards  0 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  0 

Offensive  Trades  2 

Tripe  Works). 


Total  No.  of 

No.  on  Inspections  General  Legal  Pro- 
Register.  .Made.  Condition,  ceedings. 


1 . . 

6 . . Satisfactory  None 

0 . . 

0 ..  — — 

. 0 .. 

0 ..  — — 

. 0 .. 

0 ..  — — 

. 0 .. 

0 ..  — — 

. 2 . . 

7 . . They  were  both  — 

found  to  be  in 
need  of  repair 
to  floors,  etc., 
and  work  is 
now  in  progress 


with  respect  to 
repairing  same. 


H ave  the  Council  declared 
offensive  trades? — No. 


any  other  processes  to  be 


Infectious  and  Other  Diseases. 

Diseases  specially  prevalent  in  1939 — Measles  during 
the  1st  six  months,  and  Scarlet  Fever  from  April  to  Decem- 
ber 1939. 

Any  diseases  specially  added  to  notifiable  list? — 
Measles,  Whooping  Cough. 

Any  influences  threatening  the  health  of  the  district? 
—No. 


Byelaws  and  Regulations  in  force  in  District. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings — Date  of  approval  26th 
April,  1928. 

Smoke  Abatement  — Date  of  approval  25th  August, 
1932. 

Schools. 

Statutory  Aledical  Inspection  is  carried  out  by  the 
County  Education  Authority  in  most  of  the  Districts,  but 
that  does  not  relieve  the  M.O.H.  of  his  duties  in  regard  to 
sanitation  and  the  prevention  of  infectious  outbreaks  in 
connection  with  schools. 

No.  of  schools  in  district — 7. 

No.  visited  bv  AI.O.H. — 5. 

Action  taken — None. 

Schools  closed  by  M.O.H. — None. 

General  sanitation  conditions — Good. 
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Mortuaries. 

Wh  at  accommod ation 

(a)  For  accidents? — One  at  Mytholmroyd,  one  at 
Hebden  Bridge. 

(b)  For  infectious  cases  other  than  at  hospital? — None. 

(c)  For  other  cases? — One  for  A.R.P.  contaminated 
cases  at  Hebden  Bridge. 

(d)  For  post-mortem  examinations? — One  at  Mytholm- 
royd and  one  at  Hebden  Bridge. 

Any  suggestions  by  M.O.H.? — None. 

Sanitary  Staff. 

What  is  the  present  annual  salary  of  the  M.O.H.? — 
£107. 

Name  of  Sanitary  Inspector — Thomas  Feather. 

Annual  salary  as  Sanitary  Inspector — £300. 

Other  appointments  held — None. 

Salary  for  such  other  appointments — None. 

Any  Assistants? — No. 

Is  staff  sufficient? — Yes. 

Hoes  M.O.H.  receives  copies  of  Memos,  and  Circulars 
distributed  bv  Ministry  of  Health? — Yes. 

v » ■ 

Nuisance  Inspections. 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  in  1939  for  nuisances 
only — 212  (not  including  housing  inspections). 

Nuisances  found  in  1939 — 75. 

Nuisances  in  hand,  end  of  1938 — 6. 

Total  needing  abatement — 81. 

Abated  during  1939 — 79. 

Outstanding  end  of  1939 — 2. 

Notices  served,  informal  75,  complied  with  73. 

Notices  served,  statutory  0,  complied  with  0. 

Total  number  of  summonses  or  other  legal  proceedings 
— None. 

Milk  Supply. 

No.  of  Milk  Samples  taken  by  Officers  of  Local 
Authority  for  analysis  under  the  Food  & Drugs  (Adultera- 
tion) Act,  1928. — -None. 

No.  found  adulterated  No.  of  prosecutions  

No.  of  samples  of  ordinary  milk  taken  by  officers  of 
local  authority  for  : — 

(a'  Methylene  blue  test — None. 

(b)  Presence  of  tuberculosis — None. 
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Any  special  examination  of  milk  for  dirt,  e.g.,  sedimen- 
tation test? — 4. 

Any  instance  of  disease  attributed  to  milk  during 
1939  ?— No. 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  in  district — 37.  No.  registered  37. 
Total  number  of  Cowsheds — 61.  Total  number  of  Milk 
Cows — 365. 

Total  No.  of  Cowsheds  inspected  during  the  year — 61. 
Total  No.  of  Cowshed  inspections — 81. 

No.  of  Wholesale  Traders  registered — 1. 

No.  of  Retail  Milk  Sellers  registered — 59. 

Have  any  Retailers  been  removed  from  the  Register? — - 

e O 

No. 

Observations  as  to  structural  conditions,  cleanliness  and 
methods  of  production  and  handling  of  milk  — Structural 
alterations  and  improvements  have  been  carried  out  at 
several  places  and  two  new  Dairies  have  been  provided. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  1936  and  1938. 

No.  of  Licences 
in  force  in 
area  for: 

(a)  Production  of 

Tuberculin 
Tested  ” Milk 

(b)  Production  of 
“Accredited” 

Milk 

(c)  In  respect  of 
Pasteurising 
Plants 

(d)  No.  of  Licences  in  force  for  bottling  “ Tuberculin 
Tested  ” or  “ Accredited  ” Milk,  other  than  at  place  of 
production — None. 

Meat  Inspection. 

Any  public  abattoir  in  district? — No. 

Total  No.  of  private  slaughterhouses — 9,  made  up  of  9 
registered  and  none  licensed. 

No.  unsatisfactory  either  as  regards  structure,  position 
or  in  other  respects — 3. 

No.  of  times  each  slaughterhouse  inspected — Approxi- 
mately 70.  Total  inspections — 638. 

No.  of  surrenders  of  unsound  food — 51. 

Total  weight — 55901bs. 

No.  of  Prosecutions — None. 


Samples  of  designated  milks 
examined  bacteriologically: 
Number  Number 
satisfactory,  unsatisfactory.  Total 
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Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 

Meat  Marketing — Is  scheme  in  force  under  above? — No 

Other  Foods. 

Number  of  samples  (other  than  milk)  taken  by  officers 
of  L.A.  for  examination  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adul- 
teration) Act,  1928,  and  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 — None. 
No.  found  adulterated — None. 

No.  of  Prosecutions — None. 

No.  of  Bakehouses  in  district — 25. 

Total  inspections — 25. 

Are  any  of  Bakehouses  underground,  if  so,  how  many? 
— None. 


Section  D.  HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1— INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING-HOUSES 
DURING  THE  YEAR. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous- 
ing Acts)  96 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  112 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under 


sub-head  (1)  above),  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu- 
lations, 1925  and  1932  77 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  87 
3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  needing  further 

action  85 

(a)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  0 

(b)  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head  (3)  (a) 

above)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason- 
ably fit  for  human  habitation  85 


2— REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR 

WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES. 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  - 10 
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3— ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS 
DURING  THE  YEAR. 

a.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16,  Housing 


Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  39 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  seivice  of  formal  notices  159 

(a)  By  Owners  159 


(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners...,  — 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 


remedied  7 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  7 

(a)  By  Owners  7 


(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners...  — 

c.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Hous- 
ing Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  etc.  made  in  respect 


of  dwelling-houses  unfit  for  habitation  29 

(2)  No.  of  Dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  0 

(3)  No.  of  Dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  1 


d.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936:— 


(Id  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  7 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  the  Closing  Orders  in  respect  of  which 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 
been  rendered  fit  0 


4 — UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

Have  any  areas  been  declared  Clearance  Areas  during 
the  year  1939?  If  so,  please  give  full  particulars  as 
to  such,  including  situation,  number  of  houses,  popula- 
tion, and  action  taken  relative  thereto. — No. 
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5 — NUMBER  OF  NEW  HOUSES  ERECTED 
DURING  1939. 


(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  None  completed 

(b)  By  private  enterprise  6 


6 

6— HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

(1)  Total  number  of  houses  in  the  district 3777 

(2)  No.  of  working-class  houses  included  in  the 

above  3519 

(3)  General  observations  as  to  housing  conditions, 
overcrowding,  and  shortage  of  houses. 

(4)  Any  special  activity  in  house  building?  If 
so,  where? — No. 

(5)  Any  housing  scheme  projected  by  Local 
Authority  ? If  so,  please  give  particulars. 

The  Council’s  52  houses  on  the  Nest  Lane 
Blousing  Site,  Mytholmrovd,  are  now  nearing 
completion. 

(6)  Any  regulations  made  in  respect  of  under- 


ground sleeping  rooms  under  Section  12, 
Housing  Act,  1936  No. 

7— TOWN  PLANNING. 

(1;  Is  the  Council  a member  of  any  Regional  Town 

Planning  Committee?  If  so,  which?  No. 

(2  ) Is  a Town  Planning  Scheme  in  force  for 

(a)  The  whole  of  the  District  No. 

(b)  Part  of  the  District  No. 


(3)  Have  Council  during  1939  passed  a resolution 
deciding  to  prepare  a Town  Planning  Scheme?  If 
so,  does  it  relate  to : — 
la;  Whole  District? — No. 

(b)  Part  of  District? — No. 

S.  Name  and  Address  of  Officer  designated  to  make  in- 
spections under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations. 
Thomas  Feather,  Sanitary  Inspector,  Council 
Offices,  Mytholmrovd. 

9.  Has  any  action  been  taken  to  improve  the  housing  con- 
ditions of  tuberculous  families  in  your  District,  either 
by  way  of  building  new  or  special  houses,  or  the  grant- 
ing of  special  facilities  for  such  families  to  be  housed? 
If  so,  please  state  action  taken  No. 


— 24  — 


10— HOUSING  ACT,  1936— Part  IY.— OVERCROWDING 

(a)  1.  No.  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 


the  year  3 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  3 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  21-| 

(b)  No.  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  1 


(c)  (1)  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  2 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  14 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  Dwelling- 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding — Not  aware  of 
any  cases. 
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